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In Search of Maba A 19th Century Epic from Senegal West Africa is the dramatic re enactment of the life of Maba 
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Diakhou B acirc 1809 1867 who played a major role in spreading Islam during a critical time in 19th century 
Senegalese history Maba s mission was to maintain and assert Islamic cultural and political identity via an Islamic 
State He founded the state known as Badibbu or Rip situated between the rivers Saloum to the North and the Gambia 
to the South One remarkable feature of the play is the use of the traditional griot storyteller to summarize and present 
the action in a very dramatic fashion In addition to the oral sources used in the play B acirc Curry has also used written 
sources such as the w 
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