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1 of 1 review helpful Pioneering African American Drama By James Ellsworth I come to this play with the thought 
that ever since the first slave came to the American Colonies there has always been a Civil Rights struggle This play is 
part of its voice covering perhaps ideas current just after World War II and into the middle 1950 s It is a play full of 
dreams of empowerment and self realization for members of one family Drama 7m 3f 1 boy Int This groundbreaking 
play starred Sidney Poitier Claudia McNeill Ruby Dee and Diana Sands in the Broadway production which opened in 
1959 Set on Chicago s South Side the plot revolves around the divergent dreams and conflicts within three generations 
of the Younger family son Walter Lee his wife Ruth his sister Beneatha his son Travis and matriarch Lena called 
Mama When her deceased husband s insurance money comes through Mama drea ldquo A beautiful lovable play It is 
affectionately human funny and touching A work of theatrical magic in which the usual barrier between audience and 
stage disappears rdquo John Chapman New York News ldquo An honest intelligible and 
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